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his last week was one of beautiful fall weather and continued opportunities to be outside enjoying the colors and
warm temperatures. As we wrap up this week and look to the next, we have just four full weeks of instruction before
Thanksgiving break. Take some time to recharge this weekend; we hope you enjoy some good news from around
campus, higher-ed highlights, and reflections on the week.

Informational Updates
• As was predicted earlier this year, autumn is bringing with it an increase in cases of COVID-19 around the country
– and around the world. As of Thursday, there were 17 consecutive days with more than 1,000 cases reported in
PA. Despite this, our on-campus case count remained fairly stable throughout the week. Great work!
#TogetherAtMessiah
• Interested to know about coronavirus in PA? PennLive has up to date information as does the PA Department of
Health.
• A shout out and thank you to Kevin Ogden and team, for developing and leading regular safe outdoor exercise
opportunities for students who are in quarantine.

Good News on Campus
Contributed by Dean of the School of the Science, Engineering, and Health, Angela Hare
Creativity flourishes at Messiah University every
semester, and the crucible of COVID-19
in 2020 is revealing anew the gifts and
strengths of our educators. Multiple
programs in the School of Science,
Engineering, and Health rely on
relationships with off-campus partners
to teach skills and competencies to our
students. With limited access to clinical
sites for healthcare and indefinite bans
on international travel, the
Department of Nursing and the
Collaboratory in the Department of
Engineering are delivering their curriculum from our
campus and engaging with partner organizations.

Nursing students begin their clinical experiences in
hospitals in the sophomore year, but
COVID restrictions last spring closed many
clinical sites between March and midSeptember. The PA State Board of Nursing
permits universities to replace some
clinical hours with simulation. In our
campus nursing facilities, students
practice catheter insertion on
computerized patient simulators that
produce simulated urine flow when the
student does the procedure correctly.
Senior nursing student Olivia Jimenez,
who is fluent in Spanish, facilitated a ‘language line’ 3way communication during a simulation where a nurse

works with a patient who does not speak English. Yet
the nursing class of 2022 was entering their junior year
having never touched a live patient. The department
met this challenge by pairing students in a role-playing
exercise. The ‘patient’ in the pair was given a diagnosis
and his partner, as the nurse, did a head to toe
assessment, measured vital signs, and prepared and
pulled medication orders. After cleaning all equipment,
the pair switched roles.
The Department of Engineering teaches
6 credits of professional competencies
through its Collaboratory project
curriculum that currently maintains 26
global partnerships with nonprofit
clients. International travel is an
important part of the construction and
field-testing components of many of
these projects and is invaluable to the
cultural and human element of
appropriate design and iterative
problem-solving. None of this project
work has ceased in 2020, though all international travel
is on hold. Research and testing continues in our
engineering lab and project spaces, with modified

procedures for social distancing. Project teams are
delivering results and technology to their clients
without on the ground contact. As just two examples,
students on the Landmine Neutralization project are
designing an Air Excavation Unit that will go on the
front of an excavator to blow away debris and clear the
path to landmines in countries such as Afghanistan,
working with HALO Trust. Students on the Panama
Bridge Team are focusing on prefabricating bridge
components on campus with a plan to assemble
eventually on site with a unique
strategy that does not require heavy
equipment, working with Rio Missions.
As pandemic restrictions continue,
some projects in civil engineering that
operate on a shorter project timeline
than others may shift to domestic
projects for nonprofit clients such as
Christian camps.
These examples from two academic
departments illustrate just a sample of
the tremendously good work our faculty and staff are
doing this year for our students and in pursuit of their
Christian calling.

Higher Education Highlights
• There has been much written about the impact of COVID-19 on international students studying
on American college campuses. International undergraduate enrollments have fallen by nearly 14
percent, according to the most-recent data from the National Student Clearinghouse, while at
the graduate level, they are down 8 percent. At George Washington University, internationalstudent enrollment dropped by 20 percent this year. (The GW Hatchet)
• At the same time that international student enrollments have decreased, the experiences of
international students who were already enrolled indicate that the majority stayed in the US. As
the coronavirus spread, borders closed and last-minute flights were hard to find or prohibitively
expensive. Some students balked at the prospect of taking classes in the middle of the night
because of time differences. Others worried that if they left the country, they might not be able
to return. The Chronicle’s Karin Fischer has the story.
• This week was an active one in presidential retirements. At the end of the 2020-2021 academic

year, the president of Houghton College, Shirley Mullen will step down after 15 years of service in
her role; after a 10-year tenure, the president of Gordon College, Michael Lindsay, will be
stepping down in the summer of 2021; and the 21-year veteran of the Council of Independent
Colleges, Richard Ekman, announced he will retire at the end of the fiscal year.

Closing Thoughts
Contributed by Provost, Randy Basinger
COVID and the Psalms
Last spring, the learning community I lead at Grantham Church was reading and reflecting on the Psalms when COVID
hit. We had been focusing on the familiar Psalms of praise and celebration; their uplifting optimism speaks to the good
experienced by the people of God. But when COVID hit and we moved to ZOOM, our attention shifted to the lament
psalms, which make up more than a third of the 150 Psalms. The shift in focus and mood in these Psalms was striking.
There was a stark movement from joy and praise to profound sadness and lament -- a passionate expression of grief or
sorrow. This mirrored how our lives seemed to change overnight as we now had to live within the new reality of a
pandemic. The Psalms don’t pull any punches; they don’t sugarcoat reality. They present a full-orbed view of human
condition -- the way it really is. They provide space for both joy and lament.
It has been striking to me how this tension in the Psalms reflects how we, both as individuals and as community,
experience our lives during this pandemic. I find myself fluctuating constantly between both joy and sadness, between
celebration and lament. On the one hand, I find myself celebrating the successes we have achieved, our reward for our
courage, determination, creativity, and hard work. We have accomplished a lot this fall – achievements we thought
might not be possible. We should be (and have a right to be) a “Community of Praise.” On the other hand, we have lost
much of what we have always expected or taken for granted. We cannot replicate our education goals perfectly. Hard
and endless work sometimes brings us to the breaking point. We should be (we have a right to be) a “Community of
Lament.”
We live with this tension because, as the Psalms reveal, this is a reflection of our reality. Our goal should be to celebrate
what is good, but never at the expense of the sadness associated with unwanted loss. Conversely, we are free to lament
the real losses but not at the expense of deserved celebration. “Celebration/Lament” is an appropriate (and biblical)
ligature that helps us see and experience the way things really are. This is not a tension to resolve; it is a tension to live.

Do you have something you’d like to see in the newsletter? We’d love to hear from you. Email provost@messiah.edu.

